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Island of wonders where you can feel
the diversity of the land
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YURIHONJG Kuwanokidai
" Wetland %

Amidst a forest of Japanese beech trees and deciduous shrubs, you can
enjoy nature while walking along the wooden paths. Around June, when
some snow still remains on Mt. Chokai, the cotton-tipped stalks of
hare's-tail cottongrass and the brightly-colored Japanese azalea make a
beautiful sight. This wetland, created by the debris avalanche of Mt.
Chokai long ago, is located at an elevation of 690 m and spreads over an
area of about 8 hectares (80,000 m?2).
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Spring =3

This spring is a popular source of water for the
local people, used for everything from every-
day use to brewing local beer. Located at the
northern foot of Mt. Yashio, it can produce as
much as 900 tons of water per day. It is
thought to originate from a fault line running

Water and its blessings flowing through
the mountains, rivers, and sea

YURIHONJ 2 Hottai Waterfall S
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A representative symbol of the Yurihonjo area, this
waterfall boasts three levels and a total height of
57 m. It is formed by 100-thousand-year-old lava
from Mt. Chokai and the abundant water that flows
down the mountain today. Its highlights include
cracks formed when the lava cooled (columnar
joints) and round holes created by the force of
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About 2500 years ago, the partial collapse of Mt. Chokai
caused a debris avalanche that changed the surrounding
terrain. It created over 100 small hills, or "islands" in the
lake that lay here. The famous poet Matsuo Basho wrote
about this scenery before it changed again in 1804, when
an earthquake caused the land to rise, leaving only the
islands where the lake once was.
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NIKAHO 2 Shishigahana Wetland,
Nakajimadai

Along the gently-sloping terrain of Mt. Chokai
lies a rich green forest of Japanese beech
trees. Among them are some strangely-shaped
trees called "agariko," the biggest of which is
known as "Agariko Daid," meaning "king of the
agariko." Thanks to its abundant spring water,
Shishigahana Wetland is also home to a moss
known as "Chokai marimo."

water eroding the rocks (potholes).
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above. The sound of water flowing over the rock and wetlands. Located at an elevation of
and the mist that covers the area create a about 500 m, it was created by land that
mysterious atmosphere. The cliff from which the accumulated from a debris avalanche
springs flow is the edge of a lava flow from about on Mt. Chokai.
100 thousand years ago.
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A clear stream runs through this beautiful
ravine, with high cliffs on either side
creating an impressive scene. Among
these cliffs lie a rock formation called
"Byobu-iwa," meaning "folding screen
rocks," and Ishizawa Waterfall just beyond.
Here you can see geological features
from about 30 million years ago, when
Japan was part of the Eurasian continent.
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avalanche of Mt. Chokai, then filled by water from Engineering Heritage by the
the mountain to form a wetland. Japan Society of Civil Engineers.

This coast, located at the border of
Yamagata and Akita Prefectures,
was created by lava that flowed from
Mt. Chokai several thousand years
ago. A stone-paved former road
remains in a forest of Japanese bay
trees. This road was known to be
rough and dangerous, and is home
to legends about yokai creatures
called Tenaga-ashinaga.

Various-sized puddles and ponds
spread across the wetland, creating
a beautiful scenery that is home to
many wetland plants. Located at a
low elevation of about 30 m, it is
thought to be the remains of the
flow of the Imokawa River from more
than 10,000 years ago.
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