p
xr oo
'
2.

g Where is lItoigawa? 9ITOIGAWA et
From Tokyo g About 2 hr E About 4 hr
Kanazawa @

From Nagoya E (== About 4 hr fe About 4 hr 30 min Turuga .

From Osaka E (== About 4 hr fe About 5 hr E . Hakuba ""'«,

From Kanazawa =2 About1hr b About 2hr Osaka "‘.Tokyo

From Hakuba E About 1 hr 30 min E About 1 hr

*Using National Route 148 ‘@ Nagoya

= Local Lines & Express Trains = Shinkansen % Car (Using Expressways*)
*Excluding Hakuba
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¢ 4 Hour Course

¢ 2 Hour Course
0%, | Start / Goal |
E_ Itoigawa Station or
Miaia Itoigawa IC .

p. Fossa Magna Museum

E Jade Coast ) °
L]

L Fossa Magna Museum

1 hour visit

. Kotakigawa Jade Gorge |
30 min visit

Chéjagahara
Archaeological Museum

1 hour visit 30 min visit 5 min:
: ® %Be careful of walk e
° o Strongwaves idn °
winter an o
: E a : stormy weather
+ 10:min 10 min ©
L] L[]
L] L[]
o Start / Goal | o
* ltoi Stati o’ We recommend a
toigawa Gtation or sightseeing taxi or ‘
Itoigawa IC rent-a-car from
Itoigawa Station.

30 min visit #%Closed in winter season
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= Times are from Itoigawa Station or IC by car
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minute hike to Kotakigawa Jade

Gorge. Mobile network reception (R
is limited. Only attempt if you are | 7,
certain of your ability.

The road to Kotakigawa Jade
Gorge is narrow with many tight
curves and steep grades. Please
take care when driving.
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Contact
Itoigawa City Tourism Association
1-7-47 Omachi, Itoigawa, Niigata 941-0061 TEL 025-555-7344
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City of Jade
ITOIGAWA

The Many Colors of Jade

Green

Lavender

e

White

Black I

Blue

Itoigawa City, Niigata Prefecture

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

G
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Itoigawa's jade
formed deep
underground over 500
million years ago and rose up
to the surface about 250 million
years ago. It was used by our
ancestors to make jade beads
which were traded across
Japan. Today we can

Jade History
Timeline

- . still enjoy this
500 million yearsago  Jade is born deep underground jadejinyits
\ natural setting
deepin the
250 million years ago  Jade appears on the surface mount;ns or

along the coast.

6,500 yearsago Jade is first used in ltoigawa
The Kotakigawa

and Omigawa Jade

Gorges are areas where
jade was pushed from
deep underground up

to the surface. A

710 CE

Legends aboout jade are
recorded in the Kojiki and
Izumo Fudoki

Jade workshops and
artifacts aren't found

in archaeological sites
newer than this time.

Omigawa Jade Gorge

National Natural Monument

Fossa Magna Museum

This museum has a huge collection of

raw jade found in Itoigawa's rivers and
" COastsAYoucan also buy traditional

Jade handicrafts'hereiimg

Fossa Magna Museum =]
Address: 1313 Ichinomiya, Itoigawa
Tel: 025-553-1880 E

e ™

It0|gawa Clty is ]apan s first UNESCO Global Geopark

In addition to jade, Itoigawa is known for the
U nesco

Itoigawa-Shizuoka Tectonic Line, a massive fault
Itoigawa Geopark

This walkable
Japanese garden
features a variety of
beautiful stones,
including a massive
jade boulder.

which splits Japan in two. In recognition of this
and other valuable heritage, all of Itoigawa City
is designated as a UNESCO Global Geopark.

Itoigawa Geopark promotes the conservation of natural resources and heritage in
accordance with local laws and traditions.

Global Geopark

5,000 yearsago The first jade beads are made

Address : 2-11-1 Rendaiji, Itoigawa
= Tel:025-552-9277

Itoigawa is
the site of one of the world's
oldest jadeworking cultures,

‘-'!..__,i- _ g ks which flourished from about
5,000 BCE until about 700 CE.
ChOl a,ga.hara, Arc haeo logl cal S Ite Jade articles produced in Itoigawa

were traded throughout Japan
and even as far as the Korean
Peninsula!

Natlonal qutoncal Smg.

k b ‘ ITOIGAWA
[ 9'\

A 'taishu’ style jade \

pendant unearthed at

the Chojagahara Site

3 Jade beads were
made in a variety of shapes
| over the years, including the |

Chojagahara
Archaeologlcal Museum

‘Explore the beauty
and mystery of one
of the world's oldest

m jade cultures.
Chojagahara

Archaeological Museum
Address : 1383 Ichinomiya, Itoigawa
Telephone : 025-553-1900
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Teraji Jade gets washed down from the
750 CE . . After being forgotten mountains along rivers to the beach.
Around this time, ArChanIOglcal Slte to history, jade was The beaches of the Jade Coast and

jade disappears in

I rediscovered in the
Japanese history

mountains of ltoigawa.

National Historical Site Oyashirazu Coast are covered in
palm-sized pebbles. With a little luck,
you might see some jade hidden

among the many stones.

1938

Jade is heavier than other stones
of the same size and angular
instead of round. While most

Jade is discovered in the Omi River 1955

BT o T R S
Kotaklgawa Jade Gorge is designated a  1g5,
Natlonal Natural Monument

people think of jade as green,
most jade is white in color.

Omlgawa Jade Gorge is de5|gnated
a National Natural Monument
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(Japan Assoaatlon of Mlneraloglcal Saences)
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Jade is de5|gnated as Nugata s Prefectural Stone 2022

:View from the Jade Gorge Lookout Paint &



